Recent progress in the development of plant derived vaccines.
Recombinant subunit vaccines have been with us for the last 30 years and they provide us with the unique opportunity to choose from the many available production systems that can be used for recombinant protein expression. Plants have become an attractive production platform for recombinant biopharmaceuticals and vaccines have been at the forefront of this new and expanding industry sector. The particular advantages of plant-based vaccines in terms of cost, safety and scalability are discussed in the light of recent successful clinical trials and the likely impact of plant systems on the vaccine industry is evaluated.